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Scientific methods of arresting contagious dis-
eases are rapidly accepted by the masses. Cities
have made great sacrifices to obtain pure water,
and plenty of it. Narrow, unhealthy streets are
replaced by improved ones. There has never
been such a destruction of hovels as during the
last forty years. Almost everywhere the ten-
dency is to give more place to houses, sometimes
at the cost of fine, historic streets or of walls
which are dismantled. The hygienist scarcely
stops before important monumental landmarks.
The work against tuberculosis has been
created by the Republic. Not to speak of insti-
tutions inland, in 1901 there were 24 sanitariums
on the coasts.1 That of Hendaye, in the Pyr-
enees is a model institution. By the side of
other agencies to fight this evil, in 1908, L'CEuvre
de la tvberculose hwnaine gave 400,000 free con-
sultations to tuberculous patients.2 Through the
new education the people have come to believe
in the power of microbes, and also in that of
science. Saint Hubert, formerly the only hope
of those bitten by mad d^ogs, has been replaced by
the Pasteur Institute. The 2,671 cases treated
in 1886 had a death-rate of 0.94 per cent, while
in 1900 the 1,420 cases were fatal only to the

1 Conference of Charities, 1902, p. 228.

2 Le Stick, Feb. 1, 1909.